
 
 
 
 
 

 
DES PLAINES PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 
 

 
I. Call to Order.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 
II. Roll Call. 

 
Roll call indicated the following Trustees were  
PRESENT: Dr. Gregory Sarlo, Kristen Graack, Lisa DuBrock, Robert Flinn, Christine 
Halblander, Nicholas Harkovich, Megan Williams. 
ABSENT:  Michelle Shimon-Hutchison, Rachel Rice. 
ALSO PRESENT: Director Papadourakis, Joanie Sebastian, Lynne Rubio.  

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
IV. Vote to invoke the Remote Participation Policy. 

 
MOTION by Graack, seconded by Halblander, to invoke the Remote Participation Policy. 
AYES:  Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

Sarlo invoked a moment of silence to acknowledge the loss of former Library Director Jo 
Bonell. 
 

V. Consideration of the Agenda.  
 
MOTION by Graack, seconded by Williams, to accept the Agenda.  
AYES: Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

VI. Public Comments and Questions. 
 
None. 

 
VII. Consent Agenda.  

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting – September 2025. 
B. Acceptance of Financial Reports for September 2025.  
C. Acceptance of Reports. 



1. Statistics Report for September 2025. 
2. Director’s Report for September 2025. 

 
MOTION by Halblander, seconded by DuBrock, to accept the Consent Agenda.  
AYES: Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

VIII. New Business.   
A. Approve Payment of Vendor Checks Report and ACH Payments in the amount of 

$273,313.38.  
 
MOTION by DuBrock, seconded by Graack, to Approve Payment of Vendor Checks and 
ACH Payments in the amount of $273,313.38 as listed on the vendor checks report of 
September 2025, and authorize Director Laurie Papadourakis to transfer the amount 
required to the Library’s operating account.    
AYES:  Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

B. Approval of the Communico 2025 – 2028 Contract.   
 

MOTION by DuBrock, seconded by Williams, to Approve the Communico 2025 – 2028 
Contract.    
AYES:  Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
C. Planning Committee Report on 2026-2028 Strategic Plan.  

 
Tabled to November Board meeting.  
 
D. Board Statement on DPPL’s compliance with WCAG 2.1 accessibility standards.  

 
Director Papadourakis presented information about WCAG 2.1 accessibility compliance. 
She mentioned how this ensures digital accommodations for people with disabilities and 
that a team at the Library is working on this compliance. This is to conform to federal 
standards and ensure the compliance is reached by the federal government’s April 24, 
2026 deadline. Director Papadourakis commended Joanie Sebastian on her efforts 
towards this compliance standard. 
 
MOTION by DuBrock, seconded by Graack, to approve the Board Statement on DPPL’s 
compliance with WCAG 2.1 accessibility standards.  
AYES: Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
E. Library Trustee Reappointments.  

 
 



Sarlo announce that all trustees who applied for new terms were approved by the Mayor 
and City Council, including Graack, DuBrock, Halblander, Shimon-Hutchison, and himself. 
Endings of terms are staggered between 2027 and 2028.   Director Papadourakis 
explained this is to fix the three-year term rotation standard that was disrupted due issues 
outside of the Board’s control. She commended City Manager Dorothy Wisniewski for her 
help on the terms. 

 
IX. Other 

 
Dr. Sarlo celebrated the life of former Director Jo Bonell by acknowledging the following: 
Jo Bonell always made the community her priority. She led the Library through the 
pandemic. She showed great leadership and made great connections with other 
community organizations.  She carried the torch on the Canvas project and noted the 
Canvas Foundation is now named the Jo Bonell Foundation. Jo was the resident dinosaur 
in a costume during the Taste of Des Plaines. Sarlo shared a story of Jo being an 
enthusiastic trivia champion on a boat tour in Chicago and how proudly she stated that 
she was a librarian. Sarlo thanked those who attended her memorial service. 
 
Director Papadourakis announced that in honor of Jo Bonell, the Library is collecting 
donations for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and has raised $575 so far. Additional 
donations may be made through the Library or directly to St. Jude’s. 

 
Director Papadourakis updated the Board on tax bills delay. She said that regardless of 
that, the Library received $800k from the City for the personal property replacement tax 
and thanked Manager Wisniewski for her help with that. 
 
Director Papadourakis announced that updated Illinois Public Library Standards have 
been released. Trustees are asked to review the updated standards before the December 
meeting, when the Per Capita Grant application will be discussed.  
 
Dr. Sarlo commended Director Papadourakis on her budget presentation at the City 
Council meeting. Director Papadourakis said the council approved the 3% levy increase. 
City Manager Wisniewski was recognized for her strong support of Library services. 
Trustee DuBrock expressed appreciation for Director Papadourakis’s presentation and 
advocacy at the City Council meeting. 
 

X. Announcements.  
None.  

 
XI. Correspondence. 

None.  
 
XII. Adjournment.   

 
MOTION by Halblander, seconded by Williams, to adjourn.   
AYES: Sarlo, Halblander, Harkovich, Flinn, Williams, Graack, DuBrock. 
NAYS: None.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.   


